CHAPTER   XVIII
INTELLIGENCE TtiSTS

INTELLIGENCE tests in their modern form are due mainly
to the pioneer work of Binet in Pans, who with his colleague,
Simon, published in 1905 the first scale of tests. Twelve
years later intelligence testing received its second great
impetus from the work of the psychologists who examined
with standardized group tests some two million soldiers of
the American Army.

Bmet's problem was to find a working method of deciding
which children in Paris schools should be taken out of the
ordinary classes and placed in special classes for defectives.
And intelligence testing in its earlier years was mainly
aimed at the discovery of lack of intelligence. But it has
long outgrown this one-sided development and there now
exist tests which can tax the intellect of the cleverest
children,

Binet's success in a problem where many had failed
was chiefly due to three guiding principles, which, perhaps
unconsciously, he seems to have taken as the clue to
success. First, he took a medley of different kinds of
tests, approaching intelligence from different aspects.
Secondly, he made no theoretical assertions about the
suitability or otherwise of a given test for this or that age.
And thirdly, he employed the mental age scale. Let us
consider these in turn

For a test, Binet chose any simple question the answer
to which appeared to be mainly decided by the child's
intelligence, and not* by any special information which some
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